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(54) COLOR CORRECTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To correct a section 
outside the range of preferable skin color into preferable 
skin color by replacing only the value of a hue of a 
processing object pixel based on the value of the hue of 
a completely processed pixel when that hue is not 
present within a predetermined range. 
SOLUTION: A processing object area is set by a mouse 
or the like. Digital values R0, GO and B0 of one pixel in a 
set area are fetched, converted to values X, Y and Z in a 
chromaticity space, next converted to L*, a* and b* of 
CIELAB and further converted to L*, chroma (Cr) and 
hue (Hue). It is determined whether the value of this Hue 
is in a skin color area or not and when it is in the skin 
color area, data are preserved as they are, but when it is 
not in the skin color area, the values of L* and Cr are 
preserved as they are, while replacing only the value of 
the Hue of this pixel. This operation is repeated 
concerning all the pixels in the processing object area. 
Afterwards, smoothing processing is performed on the 
value of Hue as needed. 
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